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Q. 83: What are the keys of the kingdom of heaven?

A:The preaching of the holy gospel, and church discipline or excommunication
out of the Christian Church. By these two the kingdom of heaven is opened to
believers and shut against unbelievers.
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Q. 84: How is the kingdom of heaven opened and shut by the
preaching of the holy gospel?

A: By proclaiming and openly witnessing, according to the command of
Christ, to believers, one and all, that, whenever they receive the promise of
the gospel by a true faith, all their sins are really forgiven them of God, for
the sake of Christ's merits; and on the contrary, by proclaiming and
witnessing to all unbelievers, and such as do not sincerely repent that the
wrath of God and eternal condemnation abide on them so long as they are
not converted. According to this witness of the gospel God will judge, both
in this life and in that which is to come.
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